




percent enroll in a Kentucky college or university. Of 
those students that enroll in college, 95 percent attend 
full-time and 64 percent enter a bachelor’s degree 
program. 
	
	 The report also details how the class of 2004 
performed in their first two years of college. Eighty-nine 
percent of students returned for a second semester, 
and the mean grade point average at the end of the 
first year was 2.3. Statewide findings show 79 percent 
returned for a second year. 
	 KHEAA’s participation in the report also 
provides information about the Kentucky Educational 
Excellence Scholarship (KEES) for the first time. The 
report shows Kentucky students earned an average 
KEES award of $1,054. 
	 To view the High School Feedback Report for 
the Class of 2004, visit the Council Web site at http://
www.cpe.ky.gov/news/reports/highschoolfeedback/.
	 KHEAA and CPE are continuing their research 
collaboration by preparing to update the Kentucky 
Postsecondary Affordability Study originally released in 
2005.

	 Submitted by: Crystal Dempsey-Gillum, 
Information Officer

	 Mississippi

	 USA Funds, designated guarantor for 
Mississippi

	 Grant will assist Okolona Learning Community
USA Funds® announced the award of a total of 
$900,000 in grants to six communities nationwide 
— including Okolona, Miss. — that are working to 
increase the number of youths who complete high 
school and successfully pursue postsecondary 
education. Funds from the grants will support key early 
awareness, preparation and motivational programs 
from USA Funds and from Scholarship America, one of 
the nation’s largest nonprofit, private-sector scholarship 
and educational-support organizations.
	 Okolona School District is one of the 
communities involved in the Learning Communities 
Initiative. The grants will fund the delivery of USA 

	 Kentucky Education Savings Plan Trust 
	 (KESPT)
	 KHEAA announced during a news conference 
May 15 that its college savings plan has exceeded 
$100 million in total assets, marking a significant 
milestone in the plan’s history. KESPT’s total assets 
have doubled in slightly more than two years.
	 From July through March, KESPT disbursed 
over $2.7 million on behalf of 850 beneficiaries for the 
2006-2007 academic year.

	 Online Training Videos
	 KHEAA is now offering a School Training 
Section at www.kheaa.com. The section features 
professionally produced training videos (in cooperation 
with the Center for Rural Development). A new video 
will be added each month. The topics for the first six 
months are:

 	 •  May – Awarding Aid
	 •  June – Disbursing Aid
	 •  July– Leadership Skills – Secrets from Santa 
 	    Claus 
	 •  August – Generational Differences
	 •  September – Effectively Marketing College 
	    Access to Teens
	 •  October – Coping with Difficult People 
 
	 To access the videos, click on the school 
training icon on the kheaa.com home page.  

	 High School Feedback Report Released
	 KHEAA worked closely with the Kentucky 
Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE) when it 
initiated the first in-house production of the Kentucky 
High School Feedback Reports.
 	 The High School Feedback Report for the 
Class of 2004 was released in April and offers a broad 
range of information about college preparation and 
participation of Kentucky’s 2004 high school graduates. 
Produced collaboratively with data collected by the 
Council, Kentucky Department of Education, KHEAA, 
ACT, Inc. and The College Board, the report examines 
students’ performance during their first two years of 
college in Kentucky. 
	 Statewide data included in the report shows 
81 percent of students graduate high school and 51 
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Aid (FAFSA) forms. This program was successful due 
to the participation of more than 550 volunteers on the 
day of the program and the efforts of many NCASFAA 
members. We appreciate the assistance provided by all 
our colleagues involved in this year’s program to help 
so many of the state’s college-bound students secure 
the funding they need to achieve their educational 
goals. 

	 North Carolina’s Financial Aid Estimator is live 
on CFNC.org 
	 NC families now have a great new tool to figure 
out how much financial aid might be available to help 
pay for college.  This new estimator at CFNC.org allows 
users to self-report income information or use actual 
FAFSA data (if they have completed) to find N.C. and 
federal aid program resources that may be available to 
them. The estimates are campus-specific and include 

Funds Unlock the Future®, an early awareness 
program that introduces middle-school students and 
their families to the many educational options available 
to them after high school. The funding also will 
support the implementation of Scholarship America’s 
ScholarShop, ScholarShop Jr. and ParentShop 
programs that help upper-elementary, middle- and 
high-school students and their parents prepare for 
college.
	 USA Funds Scholars selected in Mississippi
USA Funds awarded $315,000 in scholarships to 
210 graduating high-school seniors in 11 states and 
the District of Columbia. The awards included 13 
to Mississippi students — in Columbus, Fayette, 
Hattiesburg and Okolona.
	 Each USA Funds Scholar will receive a one-
time award of $1,500 for postsecondary studies. 
Administrators of the students’ high schools nominated 
the USA Funds Scholars based on academic 
performance, participation in extracurricular activities or 
community service, exemplary character and financial 
need.
	 USA Funds sponsors college-planning events
USA Funds for the fourth-consecutive year is providing 
funding for regional college fairs in Mississippi, 
presented by Parents & Kids Magazine, as well 
as college-planning materials to be distributed at 
the events. A grant of $40,000 will support the fairs 
scheduled for Jackson, Tupelo, Greenwood and 
Hattiesburg beginning in September. 

	 Submitted by: 
	 Louanne Langston, Account Executive, USA 	
	    Funds Services
             Vicky Keller, Customer-relations Manager, USA 	
	    Funds

	 North Carolina

	 North Carolina State Education Assistance 
Authority
	
	 FAFSA Day Sets Attendance Record 
More than 3,000 students and their families at 52 
locations across the state received help to complete 
and submit their Free Application for Federal Student 
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Commission increased award levels last summer prior 
to the start of the Fall term, for the first time in several 
years there will be no mid-year adjustment to awards 
this year.
	 As this update is being written, 2007-2008 
applications are being received daily and the first award 
letters started going out to students in early February.  
The 2007-2008 Award Year marks the third year of 
the Commission’s very successful collaboration with 
the South Carolina Educational Assistance Authority 
and the South Carolina Student Loan Corporation 
to send out award letters electronically via e-mail to 
all applicants listing a valid e-mail address on their 
FAFSA.  In 2006-2007, about 85% of awardees 
received their award notification via e-mail and similar 
success is expected this year.
	 The 2007 session of the SC General Assembly 
is winding down. Senate bill 484 that adds Bob Jones 
University as a participating institution in the SC Tuition 
Grants Program has passed the Senate and the House 
and is awaiting the Governor’s signature. $2.480 million 
has been added to the SCTG budget to cover the 
eligible SC students attending Bone Jones University.  
	 Upcoming South Carolina Tuition Grants 
Commission meetings are set for 10:00 AM on June 7, 
2007, and January 10, 2008.  Also, the Commission’s 
Annual Fall Financial Aid Administrators Meeting is 
tentatively scheduled for October 2nd from 10:00 to 
12:00 at Spring Valley Country Club.  
	
	 Submitted by: Edward M. Shannon, III, 
Executive Director

	 South Carolina Student Loan Corporation, 
designated guarantor for South Carolina

	 In spite of the scandals, budget proposals 
and regulations swirling around in Washington, South 
Carolina Student Loan has continued to press on with 
our mission and message of making higher education 
possible for the students of South Carolina.  In fact, this 
has been one of our busiest springs on record.  Here’s 
just a sampling of our activities:

	 •  Provided sponsorship and presented at 
	    the University of South Carolina’s TRIO 

the actual college cost and programs appropriate to the 
particular institution, two-year and four-year colleges, 
public and private. 
	 The financial aid estimator is under the “Paying 
for College” tab. Select “Tools & Calculators” on the 
left-hand side of the screen and click “NC’s Financial 
Aid Estimator” to access the calculator. 

	 New Aid Administrator Training	
	 In March, 35 new aid administrators in North 
Carolina attended a four-day training workshop on state 
and federal programs.  Participants represented all 
sectors of higher education and received training from 
some of the state’s leading financial aid administrators.  
The next training will be held in late September and 
is open to all new aid administrators working in North 
Carolina institutions. 

	 Submitted by: Elizabeth McDuffie, Director, 
Grants, Training and Outreach

	 South Carolina

	 South Carolina Tuition Grants Commission

	 The South Carolina Tuition Grants Commission 
met on January 11, 2007, in Columbia for its annual 
Winter meeting.  In addition to being updated on the 
2006-2007 award year, the Commission received 
information on the 2007 South Carolina Legislative 
Session.  As with all other state agencies and state-
funded programs, the Commission awaits the decision 
of the Legislature with respect to final program 
funding which is expected around the 1st of June.  
However, based on 2006-2007 funding levels, and 
with the expectation that the Program will be funded at 
approximately those levels again in 2007-2008, at its 
January meeting the Commission approved awarding 
an initial maximum grant of $3,100.
	 In January the South Carolina Tuition Grants 
Commission completed processing all Fall term 
Enrollment Reports for disbursement of 2006-2007 
Tuition Grants.  For the second consecutive year, 
about 11,900 students are receiving Tuition Grants.  As 
this “Update” goes to press, the Commission staff is 
busy processing Spring disbursements.  Because the 
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excellent service. 

	 Submitted by: David Roupe, Vice President of 
Guaranty Services

	 South Carolina Commission on Higher 
Education

	 Budget Update:
	 The Budget Conference Committee will meet 
on on Monday, June 4. Once the committee concludes 
its work, the bill will be returned to the House and 
Senate for approval before being sent to the Governor 
for consideration. Last week, the Senate passed and 
sent to the House, S.787, a concurrent resolution, 
to extend Sine Die adjournment and enable the 
General Assembly to meet June 19 through June 21. 
The House did not act on this resolution during the 
week and adjourned debate until June 5. The joint 
resolution, S.784, to enable the 2006 Appropriations 
Act to continue to remain in effect until the 2007-08 
Appropriations Act passed was also passed by the 
House.

	 In the House
	 The House began debating H.3964 which 
would enable concealed weapon permit holders to 
carry concealed weapons on educational facilities, 
but did not take any action on this bill. Debate was 
adjourned until June 6.
	 The House received from the Senate with 
amendments H.3379 relating to S.C. residents who 
have attended high schools in another state and 
eligibility for Palmetto Fellows and LIFE scholarship 
programs. The House further amended the bill to 
include the provisions for math/science incentives for 
scholarship recipients as had been passed earlier 
in the session by the House as H.3170. The bill now 
awaits Senate consideration.
	 S.213 which is legislation to enact the 
“Prevention of Underage Drinking and Access to 
Alcohol Act of 2007” was considered by the House this 
week. Before being passed by the House and returned 
to the Senate, S.213 was further amended. It continues 
to include changes in current statutory provisions as to 
when Palmetto Fellows, LIFE and HOPE scholarships, 
Tuition Grants and Need-based Grants are lost based 

	    programs Empowerment Conference
	 •  Provided sponsorship, attended and 
	    presented at the Southeastern Association of 
	    Educational Opportunity Programs Personnel
	 •  Attended and presented at the South 
	    Carolina Council for Educational Opportunity 
	    Programs Personnel
	 •  Participated in ‘Finding Money for College’ 
	    an annual television show explaining the 
	    basics of financial aid.
	 •  Partnered with SCASFAA to provide ‘Paying 
	    for College Day’, at four locations across the 
	    state.
	 •  Visited high schools across the state to:
		  o  Provide ‘Financial Aid Nights’ 
		  o  Speak with those interested in the 
		      teaching profession
		  o  Train guidance counselors on the 
		      use of the SC College and Career 
		      Planning system
		  o  Conduct seminars on ‘Money 
		      Management’
		  o  Participate in ‘Career Days’ 
		  o  Talk about the transition from high 
		      school to college
	 •  Provided the keynote speech for the TRIO 
	     Awards Banquet at Piedmont Technical 
	     College’s Awards Banquet
	 •  Visited several South Carolina Colleges to:
		  o  Participate in ‘Financial Aid Fairs’
		  o  Provide Exit Interviews
		  o  Conduct seminars on ‘Money 
		      Management’
	
	 •  Presented at South Carolina State’s ‘College 
	     Summit’ for first generation college-bound 
	     students.
	 •  Presented at SCASFAA’s Guidance 
	     Counselor Training workshop

	 As you can see, we refuse to allow the 
distractions of the moment to deter us from fulfilling 
our goal of providing financial assistance to enable 
students and parents to pursue and obtain their 
educational goals. We continue to administer these 
programs with the highest degree of professionalism, 
fiscal integrity, administrative accountability and 
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	 Submitted by: Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director, 
Student Services

	 Tennessee

	 Tennessee Student Assistance Corporation

	 Grants and Scholarships Division
	 The legislative session of the Tennessee 
General Assembly is winding down and many changes 
are still being proposed to Tennessee’s HOPE 
Scholarship.  There are two different omnibus bills in 
the House and Senate.  It is likely that the differences 
between the two bills will have to be reconciled 
through a joint conference committee.  Some common 
proposals in both omnibus bills include increasing 
award amounts, increasing the adjusted gross income 
for recipients of the HOPE Access program, and 
providing greater access for non-traditional students.  
	 Another proposal gaining momentum is to 
provide additional funds from lottery interest earnings 
to Tennessee’s need-based program, the Tennessee 
Student Assistance Award (TSAA).  Legislative 
proposals recommend providing a range of anywhere 
from $10,000,000 to $11,900,000 to the program.  If 
passed, approximately 5,000-6,000 students would 
benefit by receiving awards.  
	 Awards have been made for the new Graduate 
Nursing Loan Forgiveness Program for the 2007-08 
academic year. This program is designed to encourage 
nurses to become teachers and administrators in 
nursing education programs.  To date, over $500,000 
has been awarded to almost 100 students.  
	 Loan Division
	 TSAC continues to develop ongoing initiatives 
to improve our Default Prevention services.  Within the 
past six months, we’ve created a Default Prevention 
Advisory Council and implemented three of the five 
major initiatives that schools wanted to concentrate 
on during this academic cycle.  We look forward to 
completing our next two major initiatives within the next 
three to five months.
	 As most in the industry, TSAC has been 
very involved in reacting to inducement issues with 
Tennessee.  TSAC has taken a lead position, along 
with other state agencies, in assisting schools in their 

on convictions of felony and alcohol and drug offenses. 
The provisions adopted by the House would cause 
recipients to lose these awards upon any felony 
conviction or upon any second or subsequent alcohol 
or drug related offenses. A bill, H.4197, was introduced 
that would use funds collected for unlawfully passing 
a stopped school bus for the purposes of establishing 
scholarships to train medical students in trauma 
medicine at MUSC and USC School of Medicine.

	 In the Senate
	 H.3170 which would provide incentives 
for state scholarship recipients pursing math and 
science remains on the Senate calendar awaiting 
its second reading. As a reminder, the Education 
Committee had voted to amend the bill by striking the 
language approved by the House and replacing it with 
language from S.291 with additional amendments 
to the language as passed previously which would 
create a loan repayment program for math, science 
and education majors who are recipients of Palmetto 
Fellows or LIFE scholarships and in their last two years 
of college.
	 The Senate amended the House amendments 
on S.243, the Hydrogen Infrastructure Development 
Fund Act, and returned the bill to the House.
	 For the Commission on Higher Education 
budget and legislative updates, go to: 
http://www.che.sc.gov/InfoCntr/CHELegislativeUpdates.
htm 
	 legislation listing http://www.che.sc.gov/
InfoCntr/Legisl/HigherEd_Legis_List.xls 

	 Other
	 Several bills were ratified and now await action 
by the Governor including: S.657 which is a bill to enact 
the S.C. Critical Needs Nursing Initiative Act; S.666 
relating to Winthrop University’s Board of Trustees 
membership; S.322 that creates a college tuition 
assistance program for National Guard members and 
closes the National Guard Loan Repayment program 
to new participants; S.459, the Jessica Horton Act; 
S.484 relating to the Tuition Grant program and eligible 
institutions; and H.4029 relating to the Horry County 
Higher Education Commission.
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	 State Council of Higher Education for Virginia 
(SCHEV)

	 The 2007 session of the Virginia General 
Assembly resulted in a $13.7 million increase to need-
based aid for students attending a public institution and 
a $10 million increase in resident grants for students 
attending a private institution.  Overall, financial aid 
funding increases from 2006-07 to 2007-08 totaled over 
$24 million.
	 A new program was created to provide an 
incentive for students to attend a Virginia two-year 
college with the Two Year College Transfer Grant 
program that will provide eligible students with a $1,000 
grant when attending a Virginia four-year institution 
and an additional $1,000 for those who enroll into a 
specified degree program.  Eligible students must be a 
first-time freshman enrolling as of this fall 2007.
	 Dependents of military members killed or 
disabled in action will have their educational benefits 
increased in 2007-08.  In addition to the current waiver 
of tuition and fees, students will now receive a $1,500 
per year stipend to apply towards other educational 
costs at a public institution.
	 Finally, dependents of current military members 
had their eligibility for in-state tuition improved last year.  
This year the active duty members were addressed 
by allowing eligible students to have their tuition 
charges tied to the maximum available military Tuition 
Assistance program.  The tuition charge is in-state 
tuition or the value of the Tuition Assistance, whichever 
is greater.

	 Also discussed but not passed during the 
session were programs that targeted students enrolled 
in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
programs; Early Graduation; children of public 
institution employees; and a program that would have 
enabled SCHEV to enter into contract agreements with 
private institutions to create more enrollment capacity.

	 Submitted by: Lee Andes, Assistant Director for 
Financial Aid 

	 Educational Credit Management Corporation 
(ECMC), designated guarantor for Virginia

responses and improving their internal practices.  
Among other projects and initiatives, TSAC contacted 
all financial aid partners and each school president/
chancellor and provided guidelines and suggestions to 
improve practices and or prepare for inquiries dealing 
with inducements.
	
	 Compliance Division
	 TSAC is continuing its partnership with the 
Tennessee Association of Student Financial Aid 
Administrators (TASFAA) to provide an opportunity for 
high school counselors to participate in the High School 
Counselor Internship Program. This program is offered 
in the summer and provides a training workshop for 
the counselors prior to their participation in the summer 
internship at local institutions in their areas.  This 
NASFAA award-winning program continues to be well 
received by everyone involved.  

	 Business Affairs
	 Long-time TSAC employee, Daniel E. Lee, 
the Associate Executive Director for Business Affairs, 
retired as of May 31st.  Mr. Lee had worked for TSAC 
for 15 years and acquired 30 years of experience in 
accounting overall.  Dr. Robert Ruble has appointed 
Mason Ball as his replacement.  Mason is a CPA and 
previously served as TSAC’s Internal Auditor.

	 Communication Services
	 With the final stages of interviewing for our 
newly approved Outreach Specialist positions almost 
complete, TSAC looks forward to opening two more 
regional offices in the very near future.  Jason Seay, 
formerly the Outreach Specialist for Middle Tennessee, 
has been promoted to Director of Outreach and 
Janice Maddox, formerly the Outreach Specialist for 
West Tennessee, has been promoted to Director of 
Counselor Services.  These proven professionals 
have earned the respect of their colleagues and will do 
well in their new roles as TSAC focuses on customer 
satisfaction and other parent and student focused 
outreach initiatives.

	 Submitted by: Robert Ruble, Executive Director

	 Virginia
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	 This arrangement is designed to address 
financial and operational issues related to the 
unprecedented volume of student loan default claims 
brought about by the impact of Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita. LOSFA will continue to receive and review claims, 
but payment will be managed by ECMC. There will be 
no change in LOSFA’s processing and administration 
of new FFELP loan guarantees as those activities are 
unaffected by the burden being experienced in the 
claims area.

	 PERSIST
	 ECMC Foundation’s newest initiative is 
PERSIST: A Comprehensive Guide for Student 
Success in Higher Education. Currently, only 38 
percent of first-time postsecondary students at two-
year institutions, and 65 percent of those at four-year 
institutions, graduate within six years, and low-income 

	 Training Activities
	 In March and April, ECMC conducted 
a series of training workshops in Virginia, North 
Carolina, Tennessee and Oregon. Topics at these 
sessions included negotiated rulemaking, proposed 
legislation, Consolidation loan issues and default 
prevention. These sessions also introduced ECMC’s 
new publications and training programs that focus on 
financial literacy.

	 Assistance to LOFSA
	 On April 23, the Louisiana Office of Student 
Financial Assistance announced a temporary 
arrangement for ECMC to provide LOFSA financial and 
administrative support. This arrangement, authorized 
by the U.S. Department of Education, is expected to 
continue through September 30, 2009.

SASFAA on the web at www.sasfaa.org

Agency Liaison Report... (continued from page 54)

June 2007 Online News - Page 55

Feel like you’ve been working at your desk so long 

that your chair has submitted a vacation request? 

Nelnet offers a range of products and services designed 

to make your offi ce more effi cient so that you can better 

serve your students. We customize solutions to meet 

your needs, empowering you to reach your goals.  TO 

SEE HOW WE CAN HELP, CALL 1.800.268.7256 

OR VISIT CAMPUSSOLUTIONS.NET.
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	 The PERSIST toolkit is available in three 
different formats and is free of charge. Additional 
information, including ordering instructions, is available 
at www.ecmcfoundation.org.

	 Submitted by: Mike Hawkes, Director, 
Government Affairs

students are less than half as likely to ever earn a 
bachelor degree as higher-income students.
	 PERSIST encourages administrators at 
community colleges and four-year universities alike to 
assess their retention rates, set new targets, and plan 
retention-focused programs. The guide’s materials 
will help colleges help students adjust to college life, 
focus on their goals, overcome financial barriers, and 
succeed in higher education.
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