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In the Spotlight: Charles Markle...(continuted from page 40))

What advice would you offer to a new financial aid administrator?
Be a helpful person. Convince your director to let you attend the summer SASFAA New Aid Officer Workshop. Do SFA
Coach. Read the SFA Handbook over and over. Call Andy with any questions.

Tell us about one of the most rewarding experiences you have had since working in the financial aid profession.
The most rewarding experiences | have had are when students stop you on the street and thank you in front.of your
family for helping them through college.

Student Success Story: Ms. Kelsi Russell

Deborah Clark, Newsletter Editor

One of the most important roles we play as financial aid administrators is assisting students and their parents in
identifying sources of financial aid to assist them in meeting their educational costs. We are-.committed to-alleviating
financial fears so that our students can enjoy the pursuit of their educational goals and career choice. To that end,
President Heather Boutell felt that it would be meaningful to have a student share their appreciation at each board
meeting throughout the year. As Heather stated at the beginning of the year, “I believe it [student success story] starts the
meeting with the right tone - after all, why are we here? Our goal is keep the students we serve in mind throughout our
time together. It also does a lot to encourage us when we hear what a difference we make in the South.” Consequently,
the transitional board meeting agenda included greetings from Ms. Kelsi Russell.

“The pgrsonal and professional roles we play in the administration of
student fimanciat atd - are extensive. VWAALEVEY TOLE [oW PLaL], Femeriver
that there ave countless students wiho appreciate You forwhat you do.”

Ms. Kelsi Russell is a third year student at Florida Southern College in Lakeland, FL. According to Bill Healy, FASFAA
President, she is a student for whom the college is very proud. Ms. Russell is majoring in religion and Spanish and her
minor is in business. While tackling this broad range of studies, Ms. Russell is highly involved in other areas of campus
life, including campus ministry and intramural sports. To top it all off, she has a perfect 4.0 GPA!!l Her humble spirit would
not allow her to brag on this, so Bill shared this noteworthy accomplishment with us. Those attending the meeting were
motivated and encouraged by the kind expressions from Ms. Russell.

Ms. Russell generously applauded the financial aid community for the hard work it does to serve the students on a
daily basis! She stated that it means a lot to her.and she feels very blessed to receive financial aid funding. Ms. Russell
further shared that she “has met many people and established many connections from her educational experience. | am
very gratefull”

The personal and professional roles we play in the administration of student financial aid are extensive. Whatever role
you play, remember that there are countless students who appreciate you for what you do.
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(2009-10 SASFAA Executive Board |

Elected Officers:

President - Keith Reeves, Clemson University, SC

Vice President - Kim Jenerette, USC-Upstate, SC

Secretary - Brad Barnett, James Madison University, VA
Treasurer - Jeff Dennis, Southern Wesleyan University, SC
President-Elect - Sandy Neel, University of Tennessee-Martin, TN
Past-President - Heather Boutell, Bellarmine University, KY

State Presidents:

Alabama President - Andy Weaver, University of Alabama-Huntsville, AL

Florida President - Rebecca Lydick, Keiser University, FL

Georgia President - Jill Rayner, North Georgia College & State University, GA

Kentucky President - Chester Priest, Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority, KY
Mississippi President - Searcy Taylor, Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, MS
North Carolina President - Lisa Koretoff, Guilford Tech Community College, NC

South Carolina President - Hank Fuller, The Citadel, SC

Tennessee President - Marian Huffman, Lee University, TN

Virginia President - Sheila Nelson-Hensley, Bluefield College, VA

Committee Chairs:

Agency Liaison - Brenda Paganelli, National Student Loan Program, MS
Budget and Finance - Chris Tolson, Campbellsville University, TN
Conference - Brenda Brown, University of Miami School of Law, FL
Diversity - Dee Talley, University of Alabama-Birmingham, AL

Electronic Services - Joe Dobrota, Regent University, VA

Legislative Relations - Dave Gelinas, Davidson College, NC

Lender Liaison - Chuck Sanders, SC Student Loan Corporation, SC
Membership - Bryan Erslan, Lincoln Memorial University, TN

Newsletter - Deborah Clark, Atlanta Technical College, GA

Site Selection - Janet Sain, Suntrust, NC

Special Appointee/Long Range Plan - Ron Day, Kennesaw State University, GA
Sponsorship - Dewey Knight, University of Mississippi, MS
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