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    •   Bonnie Pirkle Scholarship Committee				    1999-2002
    •   Spring Conference, Registration Committee			   1999
    •    Ambassador Committee						      1997-1998
    •   Member								        1996- present

    SASFAA
    •   Executive Board							       2005-2008	
    •   Conference Program Committee                                                   	 2008
    •   Conference, Local Arrangement Committee           			   2002-2003
    •   Conference Moderator   						      2000-2008 
    •   Conference Presenter						      2000
    •   Management Workshop, Participant				    2006
    •   SASFAA Summer Workshop, Instructor                         		  2000-2002
    •   SASFAA Summer Workshop, Local Arrangements, Chair 		  1999-2000
    •   SASFAA Summer Workshop, Local Arrangements Committee 	 1998-1999
    •   SASFAA Summer Workshop, Participant				    1996

    NASFAA
    •   Graduate and Professional Issues Committee          		  2002-2003
    •   NASFAA Leadership Workshop                   				   2005  
    •   Conference Moderator						      2003-2008	
    •   Member								        1996-2009	

    OTHER
    •   Florida Fund for Minority Teachers: Board of Directors
    •   Appointed by Governor Lawton Chiles		          		  1997-2000
    •   Re-appointed by Governor Jeb Bush        				    2000-2008
    •   Secretary to the FFMT Board of Directors                                     	 2000-2008                       
    •   College Goal Sunday Executive Committee for Florida		  2004-2007	
    •   Church Organist							       at present	

    EDUCATION
    •   Clemson University: M.Ed. 
    •   Furman University: Masters + 30

    PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
    •   Director of Financial Aid, Clearwater Christian College		  1996-present 

    Candidate Statement
    I am truly honored and humbled to accept the nomination for SASFAA President-Elect. It 
means a great deal that my colleagues have enough faith in my abilities to submit my name as a 
candidate for this position.
    My six years as an instructor and one year as Curriculum Coordinator of the SASFAA New 
Aid Officer’s Workshop has given me insight into the training needs of our new aid professionals.  

Serving as a voting member of the Executive Board for three years (one as VASFAA President and two as SASFAA 
Secretary) and a non-voting member as your 2008 Conference Chair has provided me with the opportunity to understand 
the issues important to our membership, as well as what it takes to be a leader who can have a positive influence on the 
processes set in place for assisting our members.
    The financial aid profession is in the midst of unprecedented changes. SASFAA will persevere with a leader who 
understands the issues, can represent the desires of our members, and can help guide our association through any 
changes necessary to continue providing top notch services to our members in a new environment. I believe my prior 
experiences in this profession have shown that I am such an individual.  

Ruth Strum Statement of Candidacy...(continuted from page 21)
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    My resume below lists many of my activities over the past several years. I have the support of my family and institution 
to run for this office, and if elected I will do my best to continue serving SASFAA in the honorable fashion that is worthy of 
being voted into office.	
    Current Position
    •   Senior Associate Director 			 
        James Madison University Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships

    Years in Financial Aid:  13

    Previous Financial Aid Positions
    •   Assistant Director for Counseling Center and Veteran Affair Services; Enrollment Services Coordinator; 
        Enrollment Services Specialist - Financial Aid Counselor
        Virginia Commonwealth University Financial Aid Office 

    Education
    •   Master of Science, Rehabilitation Counseling, Specialization: Mental Health
        Medical College of Virginia @ Virginia Commonwealth University				  
    •   Bachelor of Science, Major: Psychology, Minor: Business
        Southern Arkansas University
    •   Accredited Financial Counselor, Association for Financial Counseling and Planning Education (AFCPE)

    Professional Involvement

    National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA)
    •   Annual Conference Committee Chair (2010)
    •   Annual Conference Committee Member (2009)
    •   Presenter and Moderator at various conferences

    Southern Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (SASFAA)
    •   Executive Board Member, SASFAA Secretary (2009-10 & 2008-09)
    •   Board Member, Annual Conference Committee Chair (2007-08)
    •   Annual Conference Committee Member, Virginia Representative (2006-07)
    •   Nominations and Election Committee Member (2006-07)
    •   Summer New Aid Officer’s Summer Institute Instructor (2007, 2005, 2003, 2002, 2001, & 2000)
    •   Executive Board member, VASFAA President (2005-06)
    •   Professional Development Committee (2003-04, 2002-03, 2001-02, 2000-01, & 1999-00)
    •   Summer New Aid Officer’s Summer Institute Curriculum Coordinator (2004)
    •   Annual Conference New Aid Officer’s Session Coordinator (2004)
    •   Presenter and Moderator at various conferences

    Virginia Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (VASFAA)
    •   New Century Endowment Fund President’s Council Committee Chair (2009-10, 2008-09, & 2007-08)
    •   Executive Board Member with various responsibilities (2006-07, 2005-06, 2004-05, 2003-04, 2002-03, & 2001-02)
    •   Awards and Nominations Committee Chair (2006-07)
    •   Executive Board Member; President (2005-06)
    •   Numerous other committee membership and chair positions held since 2000-01
    •   Presenter and Moderator at various conferences

Brad Barnett Statement of Candidacy...(continuted from page 22)



December 2009 Online News - Page 24

    It is an honor to be nominated as a candidate for the office of SASFAA Vice President.
    I have worked in financial aid for 21 years in the state of Virginia. During those years, I 
have worked in the proprietary sector and both the two-year and four-year public sectors. This 
experience has taught me that we all administer financial aid programs, but each sector has unique 
opportunities and challenges that must be addressed to have the process appear seamless to the 
students and our institutions.

    My first non conference training experience with SASFAA was as a participant in the 1995 New Aid Officer’s Workshop. 
To someone with 6 years experience, the week-long event was intense but very rewarding. The knowledge and 
networking opportunities I received at the training are still valuable to me today. At the end of the week, I had renewed 
appreciation and respect for my colleagues in the profession. 
    SASFAA has a long-standing tradition in providing excellent training and professional development opportunities, which 
form the backbone of successful financial aid administrators. In an industry that is constantly changing and evolving, 
professional development opportunities improve our ability to provide the best level of service possible. With my experience 
in leadership roles, in financial aid offices as well as professional organizations, I am prepared for this position.
    Should I be elected as the next SASFAA Vice President, I will bring my experience, enthusiasm, and leadership to the 
position; and I will promise to provide quality training opportunities to our colleagues in the profession.

    Current position:  
    •   Associate Director, Virginia Commonwealth University (2005- present)

    Years in Financial Aid: 21

    Previous positions: 
    •   Assistant Director of Scholarships and Federal Work Study Program, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA. (2005-2000)
    •   Enrollment Services Specialist, Tidewater Community College, Chesapeake, VA. (2000-1995)
    •   Placement Director/ Contract Training, Tidewater Tech, Virginia Beach, VA. (1995-1992)
    •   Financial Aid Director/ Veterans Certifying Official, Virginia Institute of Technology, Virginia Beach, VA. (1992)
    •   Financial Aid Manager/ Veterans Certifying Official, Computer Dynamics Institute, Virginia Beach, VA. (1992-1990)
    •   Financial Aid Director/ Veterans Certifying Official, Virginia Institute of Technology, Virginia Beach, VA (1990-1989)

    Education:
    •   45 hours towards PhD in Higher Education Student Affairs, Virginia Tech
    •   Masters of Science in Education with concentration in Education Leadership, 1996. Old Dominion University.
    •   Bachelors of Science in Business Administration, 1988.
    •   Radford University; Major: Finance and Insurance, Minor:  Mathematics

    Professional Involvement:
    •   National Association of Financial Aid Administrators
	
    Southern Association of Financial Aid Administrators
    •   Conference Committee 1998-1999, 2009-2010 
    •   Executive Board, State President 2008-2009
    •   Membership Committee 2001-2003
	
    Virginia Association of Financial Aid Administrators
    •   Past President 2009-2010
    •   Nominations Committee Chair, 2009-2010
    •   Awards Committee Chair, 2009-2010
    •   President 2008-2009
    •   President Elect 2007-2008
    •   Training Chair 2006-2007
    •   Treasurer 2005-2006
    •   Treasurer Elect 2004-2005
    •   Membership Chair 1995-1996, 2001-2003
    •   Conference Committee 1996-1998 

Statement of Candidacy for Vice President
Brenda Burke
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    It is an honor to be nominated for SASFAA Vice-President.  SASFAA is the leading regional 
association which has a long tradition of providing excellent training and networking opportunities. 
It would be a privilege to be a leader in SASFAA’s continued success. For the past three years, 
I have been fortunate to be a member of the SASFAA Professional Advancement team. Two of 
those years I was an instructor and this past year I was the Curriculum Coordinator. 
    Responsibilities as an instructor included teaching and mentoring the participants. It was 

one of the most rewarding experiences of my financial aid career. This past year as the curriculum coordinator, I faced 
the challenges of helping to organize the workshop. Part of my responsibilities included developing the curriculum for 
both the week long summer workshop and the one day workshop at the annual SASFAA Conference. I believe that the 
experiences from these past three years provided me the necessary skills and experience to run for this office.
    In order to continue the high quality of service we provide to our students, we, as financial aid professionals, must accept 
the tremendous challenge of always developing and improving our skills as well as developing our newest members. The 
vast experience I have acquired will also be an asset to this SASFAA position since I have had the great opportunity to work 
in a technical, private, proprietary and currently at a public school. Further, I started my financial aid career as a federal work-
study student and since then I have worked in every position in the financial aid office. I know well the challenges each type 
of institution faces and will develop professional advancement opportunities to meet those needs. 
    As the Vice President for SASFAA, my responsibilities will not only include professional advancement but it is also 
to represent you, my fellow SASFAA members, as a member of your Executive Board. As a current SASFAA Executive 
Board member representing Georgia, I know that SASFAA is facing some challenging times. I will provide support to 
President Neel as she leads our association.  
    Should I be elected as the next SASFAA Vice President I am committed to leading a team who will continue the 
tradition of providing superior professional development opportunities to the association.

    Experience
    •   Director of Financial Aid, 2006 - present
        Associate Director, 1998- 2006
        North Georgia College & State University
    •   Associate Director of Financial Aid 
        Art Institute of Atlanta, 1995-1998

    Education
    •   A.B.A., Reinhardt College, 1985
    •   B.A., Kennesaw State University, 1990
    •   M.B.A., Brenau University, 2003

    Professional Involvement

    SASFAA 
    •   Executive Board member 2009-2010
    •   New Aid Officer Curriculum Coordinator 2008-2009
    •   New Aid Officers Trainer 2007-2008
    •   Member of the Budget and Finance Committee 2007-2008
    •   Foundation Committee member 2005-2006
    •   Presenter for the Past 6 years
    •   SASFAA member since 1998

    GASFAA
    •   President 2009-2010
    •   President- Elect 2008-2009
    •   Special Projects for the President - 2007-2008
    •   Strategic Planning Committee member - 2006-2007
    •   Chair, Community Action Committee 2005-2006
    •   Vice President of Program, 2004-2005
    •   Program Committee member, 2003-2004
    •   Vice President of Professional Development, 2002-2003

Statement of Candidacy for Vice President
Jill Pierce Rayner

     •   Professional Development Committee member, 2000-
           2002 Co-Chair 2001-2002  Secretary 2000-2001
    •   Mentoring and Community Action Committee 
        member 2000-2001
    •   Member since 1998

    OTHER
    •   NASFAA Trainer and Presenter
    •   College Goal Sunday Executive Board member and        
        Site coordinator 2007-2008
    •   Georgia Representative for the Southern Region 
        Education Committee for Veterans 1999- 2004
    •   Member of the Georgia Articulation Committee 
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    I am sincerely grateful for the confidence that my colleagues have in me to have nominated 
me for the office of SASFAA Secretary. I humbly accept this privilege and opportunity to return in 
some small way all that SASFAA has done for me professionally. In my many years in the financial 
aid profession I have been privileged to serve our profession on both the state and regional levels.
    The position of Secretary requires attention to detail and organizational ability. It requires the 
ability to work closely with the other members of the Board and it requires experience in serving 

our professional associations. I believe that my many years of varied professional experiences, my work over the years 
with the SASFAA and SCASFAA Boards and committees, my past service as a State President, and especially my two 
years of experience as SCASFAA Secretary, have provided me the necessary experiences to serve SASFAA successfully 
in the position of Secretary. I hope that you, the membership of SASFAA, will allow me the privilege and opportunity to 
serve you as your Secretary for the next two years.

    Current Position:
    •   Director, South Carolina Higher Education Tuition Grants Commission; Since October 2008.

    Previous Financial Aid Positions:
    •   Deputy Director, South Carolina Higher Education Tuition Grants Commission; April 1995 to September 2008.
    •   Assistant Director of Financial Aid, University of South Carolina-Aiken; March 1994 to March 1995.
    •   Loan Counselor, South Carolina Student Loan Corporation; February 1993 to March 1994.
    •   Financial Aid Counselor, University of South Carolina; June 1990 to June 1992.
    •   Graduate Assistant, University of South Carolina; January 1990 to June 1990.
    •   Scholarship Program Coordinator, University of South Carolina; October 1987 to January 1990.
    •   Student Aid Advisor, University of South Carolina; May 1986 to October 1987.
    •   Work-Study Program Assistant, University of South Carolina; May 1985 to May 1986.
    •   Veteran’s Work-Study Student for Scholarships, University of South Carolina; April 1981 to May 1984.

    Education:
    •   Master of Education, Student Personnel Services, University of South Carolina
    •   Bachelor of Science, Business Administration (Management and Marketing), University of South Carolina

    Professional Involvement:

    SASFAA:
    •   Executive Board Member; 1999-2000
    •   Conference Committee; 2 years
    •   Conference Local Arrangements Committee; 3 years 
        (Co-Chair, 2008-2009)
    •   Governance and Planning Committee; 3 years
    •   Leadership Symposium Committee; 1 year
    •   Newsletter Committee; 1 year
    •   Nominations & Elections Committee; 1 year
    •   Attended SASFAA New Aid Officers Workshop; 1986

Statement of Candidacy for Secretary
Earl Mayo

    SCASFAA:
    •   President; 1999-2000
    •   Past President; 2000-2001
    •   President-Elect; 1998-1999
    •   Secretary; 1996-1997, 1997-1998
    •   Budget Committee; 6 years
    •   By-Laws Committee; 12 years (Chair, 1996-1997, 
        1997-1998)
    •   Conference/Program Committee; 4 years
    •   Counselor/Consumer Relations Committee; 2 years
    •   Long Range Planning Committee; 1 year
    •   Newsletter Committee; 5 years (Chair/Editor, 1994-
        1995, 1995-1996)
    •   Nominations & Elections Committee; 6 years (Chair,        
        2000-2001)
    •   Research Committee; 1 year (Chair, 2007-2008)
    •   SASFAA Conference Liaison; 1 year (Co-Chair, 2008-2009)
    •   Site Selection Committee; 3 years (Chair, 2005-2006)
    •   Special Projects Committee; 1 year (Chair, 1998-1999)
    •   State Agency Liaison; 2 years
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    I am honored to be nominated for the position of Secretary of SASFAA. I would like to thank the 
Nominations and Elections Committee and my peers in this wonderful organization for supporting 
me in my desire to continue to serve SASFAA through elected office.
    I am excited about serving SASFAA in the capacity of Secretary. I served NCASFAA in this 
capacity for two years. I humbly understand the importance of knowing AND understanding 
the SASFAA policies and procedures, accurate record-keeping, and excellent communication 

skills. Being a member of the NCASFAA Executive Board for 7 years and SASFAA’s Executive Board for one year has 
strengthened my knowledge of Policies and Procedures, the inner workings of an Executive Board, and the importance of 
always keeping the membership at the forefront of why we do what we do.
    I assure that if I am elected to serve, I will do so with the highest level of respect. I will complete all tasks with the 
integrity of our membership at hand.
    Our Association has faced many obstacles over the last few years and the wheels of change seem to keep going!  
Training, revenue, the demise of FFEL, you name it, SASFAA has faced it. Even though we are still in the midst of change 
with the uncertain future of the student loan program, I look forward to the opportunity of serving all of you.

    Current Position:
    •   Assistant Director for Operations
        The University of North Carolina at Greensboro, 2000-present

    Years in Financial Aid:  14

    Previous Positions:
    •   Assistant Director for Financial Aid
    •   Financial Aid Counselor
        High Point University, 1995-2000

    Education:
    •   Master of Education, Concentration: Higher Education Administration
        The University of North Carolina at Greensboro, December 2007
    •   Bachelor of Science, Cum Laude: Mathematics
         High Point University - NC, May 1994

    Professional Involvement:    
    SASFAA
    •   Legislative Relations Committee, 2009-2010
    •   Nominations & Elections Committee, 2009-2010
    •   Site Selection Committee, 2008-2009
    •   Executive Board (as NC State President), 2008-2009
    •   Charity Committee, Greensboro, NC, SASFAA 2006
    •   Mid-Level Workshop Committee, Summer 2006
    •   Session Moderator

    NCASFAA
    •   Immediate Past-President, 2009-2010
    •   Chair, Nominations & Elections, 2009-2010
    •   Chair, Professional Recognition Committee, 2009-2010
    •   Chair, Legislative Advisory Committee, 2009-2010
    •   President, 2008-2009
    •   President-Elect, 2007-2008
    •   Spring Conference Chair, April 2007
    •   Conference Committee, 1997-present
    •   NCASFAA Award of Merit, April 2006
    •   Middle School Scholarship Committee, 2006-present
    •   Secretary, 2003-2005
    •   Support Staff Committee, 2003-2004

Statement of Candidacy for Secretary
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    •   Spring Conference Chair, April 2001
    •   Budget and Finance Committee, 1998-1999, 2000-2001
    •   Intermediate Aid Officers Training Committee, 
        1999-2000
    •   New Aid Officers Training Committee, 1997-2000
    •   Session Presenter and Session Moderator
    •   Conference Site Selection and Photography
    •   Conference Audio-Visual Set-Up

    OTHER
    •   American Heart Association’s Go Red for Women    
        Leadership Council, 2008-Present
    •   National Multiple Sclerosis Society, Central NC 
        Chapter, 2006-present
    •   UNC Greensboro Staff Senate, 2005-2007
    •   Treasurer, JUMC, 2000-present


